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UNIT 27 Present perfect simple
Uses with How long, for, since

A
 • 

 • for

  It’s not six o’clock. They have been here for two hours

4 o’clock --------------- 5 o’clock --------------- 6 o’clock

 
 • since

  They have been here since for o’clock

  | 4 o’clock-------------------------------------  now
-----------------------------  

B
 • or Since 

  ‘How long have you been on holiday?’ ‘For a week.’
  ‘Since when have you had this car?’ ‘Since last summer.’

C
 • For and 

  He’s been away a week.
  I’ve waited an hour.

  For is not used before 

  I’ve been I’ll all week.

D
 • Note the expressions and 

  I’ve known them for ages. We’ve lived next door since we were children.

  As you can see in the above examples, since
which usually has a verb in the 

  I’ve lived in this town since I was born.
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EXERCISES
Present perfect simple – Uses with How long, for, since UNIT 27

1 a I haven’t seen Mr Smith from next door since days.
b I haven’t seen Mr Smith from next door for days.

2 a Did you live here since you were a baby?
b Have you lived here since you were a baby?

3 a
b

4 a
b

5 a
b

6 a Has Bill owned that studio since long?
b Has Bill owned that studio for long?

1 Film starts have lived in Hollywood for / since it became the movie capital of America.
2 Humans  in caves for thousands of years.
3 Architects have supported environmentally friendly housing for / since the last 20 years.
4 since / for the 1980s.
5 for / since more than 20 years.
6 here.

did you     have you     I haven’t     spoken     you’ve     I’ve known     since     for

Kelly: How long (1)…………… known Bernard?
Colin: I’ve known him (2)…………… we were children, so that means (3)…………… him (4)…………… 12 years.
Kelly: And when (5)…………… last see him?
Colin: Well, (6)…………… seen him for over a month, actually.
Kelly: Have you seen him since you got your new car?
Colin: No, I haven’t. In fact, I haven’t even (7)…………… to him on the phone since the weekend.
Kelly: I guess if (8)…………… been friends for that long, he’ll understand.

1 We have lived next door to the Morgans for ten years. BEEN

2 I haven’t seen Stella for weeks.
It’s weeks ………………… Stella.

3 I met Eric ten years ago.
I ………………… for ten years.

HAVE

4 SINCE

5 When did you buy your own apartment?
How long ………………… your apartment?

HAVE


