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(I was / wasn’t playing, Were you playing…?)
Form

A

It is formed using the past simple of the auxiliary (was / were) in the –ing form of the main verb. For spelling 
changes connected with the ending , see page 41.

I was
You were
He / She / It was playing with a ball

was / were + verb in the form
I was listening to music in my bedroom.

B

Short form
I was not I wasn’t
You were not You weren’t
He / She / It was not He / She / It wasn’t playing with a ball

was / were + not + verb in the form
 + verb in the form

They weren’t going to the stadium, they were going home.
C

Was I 
Were you
Was he / she / it playing with a ball?
Were we / you / they

 + subject + verb in the  form
Were you leaving? Where were you going?

 + subject + verb in the  form
Wasn’t she working on her project?
D
Short answers are formed using: Yes / No + subject pronoun + 
‘Were you talking to Mr Brown?’ ‘Yes, I was.’
‘Was he watching the match?’ ‘No, he wasn’t.’
E

What were you doing in my room?
Why wasn’t he studying?
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EXERCISES 
UNIT 21

was or were.
1
2
3
4 I …………… taking in everything the trainer was saying.
5
6
7 Andrew and Alison …………… wearing their cycling helmets.
8 I …………… looking for a new tennis racket.

1
2
3
4
5
6 Polly …………… as fast as usual. (not run)
7
8 Joe …………… his new football boots for the match. (wear)

1
……………………………………………………………………….. No, …………………………… .

2 you / play / snooker
……………………………………………………………………….. Yes, …………………………… .

3
……………………………………………………………………….. Yes, …………………………… .

4 Harry / go / scuba diving
……………………………………………………………………….. Yes, …………………………… .

5 the girls / play / rounders
……………………………………………………………………….. No, …………………………… .

6 the judges / smiling
……………………………………………………………………….. No, …………………………… .

7
……………………………………………………………………….. No, …………………………… .

was playing were all were was was working
were you was your wasn’t weren’t making

 What (1)

 I (2)………………………… in a school football match.
(3)………………………… mum watching you?
 No, she (4)………………………… . She (5)………………………… .
(6)

Yes, they (7) (8)………………………… 

 Did your team win? 
(9)………………………… playing well yesterday.


