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UNIT 21 Past continuous (/ was / wasn’t playing, Were you playing...?)

Form

A
We use the past continuous to say what was happening at a certain point in the past, when the action had not yet ended.

It is formed using the past simple of the auxiliary be (was / were) in the —ing form of the main verb. For spelling
changes connected with the ending -ing, see page 41.

Affirmative

| was

You were

He / She / It was playing with a ball
We / You / They were

Affirmative form: Subject + was / were + verb in the -ing form
| was listening to music in my bedroom.
We were having breakfast at this time yesterday.

B

Negative

Full form Short form

| was not | wasn’t

You were not You weren't

He / She / It was not He / She / It wasn’t playing with a ball
We / You / They were not We / You / They weren’t

Full negative form: Subject + was / were + not + verb in the -ing form
Short negative form: Subject + wasn’t / weren’t + verb in the -ing form

Sorry, what did you say? | wasn’t paying attention.
They weren’t going to the stadium, they were going home.

C

Interrogative

Was |

Were you

Was he / she /it playing with a ball?
Were we / you / they

Interrogative form: Was / Were + subject + verb in the -ing form
Were you leaving? Where were you going?

Negative questions: Wasn’t / Weren’t + subject + verb in the -ing form
Wasn’t she working on her project?

D
Short answers are formed using: Yes / No + subject pronoun + was / were / wasn’t / weren’t.

‘Were you talking to Mr Brown?’ ‘Yes, | was.’
‘Was he watching the match?’ ‘No, he wasn’t.’

E
Wh- questions are formed by putting the question word first.

What were you doing in my room?
Why wasn’t he studying?

Student’s notes
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EXERCISES NAME:__ '~ DATE:

Past continuous — Form UNIT 21
LEVEL: TIME:

21.1 Complete the sentences with was or were.
1 Thegirls ............... playing netball.
Tanya ... watching the London marathon on TV.
The spectators ............... shouting at the referee.
[ taking in everything the trainer was saying.
............... waiting for the Cup Final to start.
Jamie ............... going go-karting.
Andrew and Alison ............... wearing their cycling helmets.
[ looking for a new tennis racket.
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.2 Complete the sentences with the past continuous of the verbs in brackets.
Terry cceeeveeee knee pads when he had his skateboarding accident. (not wear)
The children ............... for the ice rink to open. (wait)

The players ............... to the umpire. (not listen)

Some of the crowd ............... up to leave as the ref blew the final whistle. (get)
I ...ccere..... the match until Becks scored the first goal. (not enjoy)

Polly ..., as fast as usual. (not run)

The goalkeeper ............... attention, so the opposing team scored! (not pay)

............... his new football boots for the match. (wear)
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21.3 Use the words to write questions in the past continuous. Then complete the short answers.
1 they/ watch/the rugby on TV

................................................................................... NO, oo
2 you/ play / snooker
................................................................................... YES, e
3 the people in the crowd / support / the national champion
................................................................................... YES, e
4 Harry / go / scuba diving
................................................................................... YES, oo
5 the girls / play / rounders
................................................................................... NO, coeee e
6 thejudges /smiling
................................................................................... NO, coeeeeeeee e
7 the trainer / give / him / a telling-off
................................................................................... NO, oo
21.4 Complete the dialogue with the words in the box.
was playing were all were was was working
were-yott was your wasn’t weren’t making
Jude: What M., doing yesterday afternoon?
Matt: 1@ in a school football match.
Jude: @, mum watching you?
Matt: No, she @.....ovvveeeeeveene. LShe ® e .
Jude: © your friends from school supporting you?
Matt: Yes, they V... . They were shouting like crazy! The kids from the other school ®..................
any noise at all!
Jude: Did your team win?
Matt: Yes, we won. The team ©.........cccceeevvrvrenne. playing well yesterday.

Teacher’s observations
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